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FOREWORD

Sericulture- a rural based, high employment generating, profitable enterprise plays a vital 
role in the socio- economic development of a country like India. Also being an excellent foreign 
exchange earner,  silk industry ought to excel  by producing quality bivoltine  silk to  beat the 
challenges of the changed global marketing trends especially in the backdrop of the post-Multi  
Fiber Arrangement (MFA) and WTO regime.

For  pursuing  such  an  ambitious  goal  of  bivoltine  sericulture  development,  a  well 
knit/planned extension system was the need of the hour, in order to effectively transfer the new 
bivoltine  technologies  to  the  stakeholders  so  as  to  reach  the  targeted  production  of  quality 
bivoltine  silk.  To  achieve  this  task,  a  full  proof  extension  mechanism  that  is  holistic, 
decentralized, loaded with information, and participatory in nature, with demand driven system 
was on exploration by Central  Silk Board.  Adding to  it  over the years  CSRTI, Mysore  was 
quietly test verifying various extension approaches to widen its  transfer of technology (ToT) 
ambit  among sericulturists.   Towards this  “Cluster approach” based on strong “Researcher – 
Extension worker – Farmer” (R-E-F) linkage proved the best.

Instilling  this  very  “Cluster  approach”  confidence  among  all  the  players  in  sericulture 
development in the country, an ambitions “Cluster Promotion Programme” (CPP) was launched 
by Central  Silk Board and implemented during XI jointly with state sericultural  departments 
organizing  50 sericulture  clusters  covering  both mulberry and  Vanya sectors spread over  17 
states for the promotion of sericulture especially the bivoltine.  Of these 31 clusters pertained to 
mulberry sector in the entire country including 22 of them to be implemented in Southern India. 

It  is  most  heartening  to  place  on  record  that  the  Cluster  Promotion  Programme  is 
concluded most successfully with an ever highest quantum of 1 crore 11 lakh Bivoltine Dfls 
reared harvesting on an average 65 kg of cocoons/100 dfls against the overall  benchmark of 
49.18 kg/100 dfls recording an amazing improvement of 32%.

In  the  peninsular  India,  Karnataka,  AP,  TN  and  Maharashtra,  the  programme  was 
launched in the year 2008-09 in 14 clusters followed by eight more in 2009-10.It’s contribution 
towards promotion  and sustenance  of bivoltine silk especially in South India with first  time 
crossing 1000 MT BV silk production mark  during the project period has been remarkable! 
CSRTI Mysore was responsible for the successful handling of 22 clusters out of 50 in close 
coordination  of respective  DOS in the region.   The program in fact,  has also supported the 
continuance of the benefits  derived in the JICA assisted projects  as well  as Institute  Village 
Linkage Programs in promotion of bivoltine sericulture.
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I sincerely hope this unique publication “Cluster Promotion Programme 2008-12 – A 
New Dimension in the Promotion of Bivoltine Sericulture”  on documentation of CPP work 
done in southern India encompassing few success stories, documents the lessons learnt during its 
implementation  brought  out  hereby shall  be  effectively  utilized  by  planners,  policy  makers, 
scientists,  academia,  extension  personnel  and  all  others  concerned  for  the  development  of 
bivoltine sericulture in other sericulture states of the country as well.

Place : Mysore            Dr. S.M.H. Qadri
Date : 17.07.2012                     Director
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